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Invertebrate
The Octopus vulgaris or Octopus is a soft bodied invertebrate that lives along coral reefs in almost all oceans. Octopuses are said to have existed for around five hundred million now. They have a sizeable bulbous head, eight appendages and two big eyes. Their appendages are used to feel, touch, locomotion and to attack their pray. These sea animals have the ability to change camouflage as a way of communicating with other octopuses or to hunt and avoid danger. Their color mostly ranges from pink, green, blue and grey. The lighter colors are a sign of withdrawal from a fight. They measure between 12-36 inches and may weigh roughly three to ten kilograms. They also have the ability to change their size when in danger. Female Octopi can lay up to four hundred thousand eggs at ago. Interestingly, the mating process is usually followed by death of the male Octopus. After the eggs hatch, the female cells undergoes a self distraction process where it " commits suicide" and dies slowly.
Octopuses found close to the ocean floor mostly feed on clams, snails and crabs while those close to the surface diet on small fishes. It is also very common for adult octopuses to feed on smaller ones. When in danger, they tend to release a venom or quickly hide inside reefs. The blue ringed octopuses release venom that is poisonous to human beings. The lives of octopuses are threatened by large fishes, whales and seals. Octopuses are a delicacy globally along the coastal lines especially among Asians. Fortune tellers also use octopi to predict good luck for their clients. An interesting fact about these sea creatures is they have nine brains and blue blood. The color of their blood is as a result of adaptation to low oxygen levels and cold ocean floors.








Links to the summarized pages
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/invertebrates/facts/octopus
https://biogeoplanet.com/why-do-octopuses-have-9-brains-8-arms-3-hearts-and-blue-blood-surprising-facts/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/ten-curious-facts-about-octopuses-7625828/&ved=2ahUKEwjPpO_Y5pvxAhXSxIUKHVNpDosQFjAnegQIPxAC&usg=AOvVaw1djKnKmK0Iem-hsBouV29R



